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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3-5, 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by van Bokhorst et al. (6,192,230). 

Regarding claims 1 and 14, van Bokhorst discloses a mobile communication 
point for use in a mobile radio network comprising a plurality of communication points, 
each capable of communicating with other communication points (See fig. 8), the 
communication point comprising a transceiver for sending and receiving signals from 
the other communication points (See fig. 9) and means to switch that communication 
point between a high power mode in which it is able to transmit or receive signals and a 
low power mode defined as sleep mode wherein it is unable to transmit or receive 
signals, the communication point (master) being controlled to come out of the sleep 
state periodically and broadcast a packet of data (PSYNC) containing its unique identity 
(See col. 7 line 66 to col. 8 line 4), each communication point (slaves) of the plurality of 
communication points broadcasting its unique identity (PTIM) (See col. 8 lines 60-63) 
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during random time intervals (in case the slaves want to transmit one or more data 
messages) (See fig. 12 and col. 9 lines 28-64). 

Regarding claim 3, van Bokhorst discloses as cited in claim 1 . van Bokhorst 
further discloses the communication point (master) waits for a short period (controlled 
by PSYNC timer) after broadcast to detect whether any other communication point is 
attempting to transmit back to it before returning to sleep state (See col. 9 lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 4, van Bokhorst discloses as cited in claim 3. van Bokhorst 
further discloses the communication point remains able to transmit or receive for a 
longer period (controlled by holdover timer) if it receives a response addressed to it 
during the receive period (See col. 9 lines 28-64). 

Regarding claims 5 and 9, van Bokhorst discloses as cited in claim 1 . van 
Bokhorst further discloses that the communication point includes means responsive to 
an external input to cause switching means to switch the communication point from low 
power mode to high power mode {since the communication point can operate either in 
high power mode (active mode) and low power mode (sleep mode), the communication 
point inherently includes external input (i.e. selector button) in order to allow the user to 
select operational mode} (See col. 7 lines 50-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over van 
Bokhorst et al. (6,192,230) in view of Rotzoll (5,790,946). 

Regarding claim 6-8, van Bokhorst discloses as cited in claim 5. However, van 
Bokhorst does not mention that means responsive to an external input comprises a low 
power RF detection circuit or an ultrasonic detector or infrared detector. Rotzoll 
discloses a low power RF detection circuit 20 responsive to a radio transmission (See 
fig. 1 and col. 2 line 36 to col. 3 line 26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included the RF 
detection circuit as disclosed by Rotzoll into the mobile communication point as 
disclosed by van Bokhorst for the advantage of preventing the communication point to 
loose incoming data by enabling the communication point to wake-up to receive 
incoming data. Also, since ultrasonic and infrared detectors are well known in the art, 
therefore it would be obvious to use such detectors as wake-up devices in order to 
expand the capability of the mobile communication point. 

3. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
van Bokhorst et al. (6,192,230) in view of O'Dea et al. (5,511,232). 
Regarding to claim 1 0, van Bokhorst discloses as cited in claim 1 . However, van 

Bokhorst does not mention that a data means for storing data identifying the 
communication point and data identifying communication points that have been 
interacted recently, and wherein the communication point determines whether data 
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about a second communication point is stored in its data storage means upon receipt of 
a transmission from the second communication point. O'dea teaches a method for 
providing autonomous radio talk group configuration wherein each of mobile radio 
transceiver has a data means for storing data identifying the mobile radio transceiver 
and data identifying other mobile radio transceivers that have been interacted recently 
(See figs. 1 , 2, 5 and col. 4 lines 8-67). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply the O'Dea's 
teachings in modifying the communication point as disclosed by van Bokhorst for the 
advantage of allowing the user to know who is calling and whom to be called. Since 
O'dea discloses autonomous radio talk group, therefore it is necessary to establish a 
capability of determining whether data about a second communication point is stored in 
its data storage means upon receipt of a transmission from the second communication 
point in order to identify whether the caller belonged to the talk group. 

Regarding claim 11, van Bokhorst & O'Dea disclose as cited in claim 10. van 
Bokhorst further discloses that the communication point is responsive to a transmission 
from the second communication point to send interrogation signals to the second 
communication point (See col. 9 lines 51-64). 

Regarding claim 12, van Bokhorst & O'Dea discloses as cited in claim 10. van 
Bokhorst further discloses the communication can remain active at all times (the active 
mode selected by the user) (See col. 7 lines 50-55). 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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4. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 13, van Bokhorst & O'Dea disclose as cited in claim 10. 
However, they fail to mention that the first communication point is responsive to a 
request from the second communication point to transmit data about a third 
communication point from its storage means to the second communication point. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan A. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7858. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 10:00AM-6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Anderson can be reached on (571) 272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Tuan Tran 
AU 2618 



